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What is Vox Pop? 


Vox Pop, “voice of the people,” is Mars Hill Church's monthly 





newspaper. As the 1st century Christian church grew at a 


supernatural rate, the written word became vital in maintain- 


ing communication and community among believers. Not 
only did the letters of Paul play a huge role in this process, 
they're in your Bible. Vox Pop is not your Bible. As Mars Hill 
continues to grow, however, our prayer is that the Holy Spirit 
will use our imperfect words to foster love between you and 


me and Him. 








Welcome to Mars Hill Church 





To those who are new, welcome to Mars Hill; if you are a 
guest at one of our Sunday services, we'd love to know you 
better. Please take the time to fill out an information card, 
available in your seat or at the information desk. Drop it in 
the offering basket during service - if it's your first time, a little 
info about who you are is your offering to us - or slip it into 
one of the triangular information kiosks in the foyer. 

Stop by our “Connect Center” - located in the SW 
lounge just off the main foyer- after any service for a 
casual introduction to our church community. For more 
information, sermons, essays and more visit our website at 
www.marshillchurch.org. If you have additional questions, 
please email life@marshillchurch.org. 





Letters to Vox Pop. 


Dear Vox Pop, 

| really like Mars Hill Church, but the music is just too 
darn loud! | see everyone else raising their hands, totally 
into it, losing themselves in worship, but | have to flee the 
sanctuary because it feels like my ears are going to start 
bleeding. What can | do? | love Mars Hill and appreciate that 
they've contextualized services to reach our contemporary 
culture, but is there a way | can worship in the midst of this 
decibel deluge? 

- Don Wanagodef 


Don, we have a ministry in place just for you. Drop by the 
Information Desk before service and take advantage of the 
Mars Hill Earplug Ministry. We have disposable earplugs 
available in both foyers for those sensitive to loud music. My 
father-in-law uses them when they attend; just make sure 
you take them out for the sermon! Pastor Mark would really 
appreciate it. 





Yo, VP! 

How come Mars Hill Church doesn’t have a weekly bulletin? 
Most churches have them. 

- Reilly O’skool 


Reilly, we avoid the beloved bulletin for a few reasons. 
Sometimes we like to keep people guessing when it comes 
to the service order! They seem to stay awake better that 
way. Also, as much as we miss the images of doves and 
pastoral countryside greeting us each Sunday, Vox Pop is 
more “hip.” We do provide our study commentary, available 
for free at the outset of each sermon series, so people can 
be ahead of the game. We may have a bulletin occasionally 
to be “retro,” but with our newspaper, website and other in- 
formation outlets, we like to think we've got things covered. 


Dear Vox Pop, 

Your church is pretty dark. Aren’t churches supposed to be 
light and pastel colored? 

Love, Pa Stel 


Pa, our Aesthetic Director is actually color blind. We've 
been meaning to break this to him, but we haven't had 
the heart. 


Editor's note: as much as Pastor James loves to punk the 
Vox Pop staff by writing fake letters (and then respond- 
ing to them), we'd love to hear what other people have to 
say-or at least be mocked by somebody besides church 
staff. If that somebody is you, email us your two cents at 
voxpop@marshillchurch.org 


HOLY MATRIMONY! 


Just Married! 


Wilson and Nora Raj 


Wilson: We met at Mars Hill Church in the fall of 2003 while 
serving as greeters for the morning service. After two months 
of cursory but polite acknowledgements, we started talking 
after | made a comment about needing a weapons permit for 
Nora's exceptionally pointy shoes! 

After that momentous occasion, we learned that we had 
similar passions and interests, and it just took off from there. 
| was impressed with her love for God, her heart for people 
and her unique quality that | call “Nora-ness”: a refreshing 
transparency, warm sensitivity and overwhelming graceful- 
ness. A word of advice: serving at Mars Hill can certainly get 
you blessings you never dreamed of! 

Nora: Wilson and | became good friends instantly. 
| found him God-fearing, passionate and interesting. From the 
beginning there was a deep appreciation for the other. We 
did not follow any formulas; the entire progression was very 
natural. At the end of the day, | always preferred Wilson's 
company. Wilson is truly my best friend. Getting married was 
the most natural step! 

How did it happen? | had a strong hunch that THE 


question would be coming, but | 
didn't know exactly when. On Sept. 
11th 2004, Wilson and | were 
heading downtown to meet up with 
some friends for dinner. We de- 
cided to stop by one of our favorite 
places, Daniel's Broiler, for drinks 
beforehand. We're friends with the 
pianist and he knows to always play 
“our song” Al Green's, “Let's Stay 
Together.” Once he started play- 
ing our song, Wilson and | began 
to slow dance. Before | knew it he 
was down on one knee asking me 
to marry him! A life changing ques- 
tion — a life changing night. 


Epilogue: The happy couple was 
married by Pastor Bent Meyer 
on Jan 14, 2005 in the presence 
of God, their family and friends. 
Wilson and Nora honeymooned 
in Maui, Hawaii and now reside in 
North Seattle. 





Nora and Wilson all dressed up 








The happy trio: Meg, Pastor Lief and Chad 


Just Married! 
Chad and Meg Toulouse 


Chad and Meg met over two years ago while both working 
at Microsoft. God moved to bring them both to Mars Hill 
Church where they became members. God called Chad to a 
full time ministry position at the church and Meg to an intern 
position. Service to the Lord Jesus, courtship and account- 
ability through deacons and pastors of the church led Chad 
to propose to Meg on December 4, 2004. 

Chad Henry Toulouse and Meg Louise Toulouse, with 
love and through the grace of Jesus, entered into the cov- 
enant of marriage on February 19, 2005. They were wed at 
Mars Hill Church by Pastor Lief Moi. 


MH NEWS 





Just Engaged! 


We, Adam Christiansen and Erin Silva, are excited to an- 
nounce our engagement into the covenant of marriage. 
Jesus has blessed us with many great moments together and 
we look forward to a lifetime of glorifying Christ-together, 
through one another, and sharing in the wonders and jour- 
neys this world has to offer. 

We got engaged Saturday, January 22 and plan on 
getting married later this year. 
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Tne Ever- 
Expanding 
KINgdom 


“For He is the living God and He endures forever; His 
kingdom will not be destroyed, His dominion will never 
end.” (Daniel 6:26) 


by Michelle Lomba IE 


Never underestimate our God. He is a living God, and He is 
moving-stretching His fingers across the cityscape, reach- 
ing out to the lost, expanding His kingdom here on earth. 

If you don't believe it, consider this: prior to 1970, only 6 
known churches in the U.S. had a weekly attendance of 
2,000 or more. By the end of the 1980s, 232 churches fit 
that bill. The following decade, another 329 were added... In 
a span of just 30 years, the number of churches of that size 
multiplied by more than 90 times.* 

Here in Washington, current weekly attendance figures 
for the state's eight largest churches surpass 33,000.* These 
congregations span western Washington, from Tacoma to 
Everett and all along the Eastside. Yet Seattle itself remains 
one of the least-churched cities in America. 

But even in the midst of this spiritually struggling city, 
we can rejoice that God's word is spreading. Each week, 
University Presbyterian Church draws a crowd of 4,000, and 
our own Mars Hill brings in 3,500.* 

Just two years ago, the Lord blessed Mars Hill with the 
wonderful facility we have on Leary Way. Immense amounts 
of hard work, dedication, prayer and gifts of time and money 
turned a simple warehouse into the beautiful church home 


we enjoy today—complete with a stylish sanctuary, concert 
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venue, art gallery, office and classroom space and an entire 
wing dedicated to teaching our children the love of Jesus. 

We've been so blessed, in fact, that our attendance has 
almost tripled in the past two years. We now have a steady 
stream of 3,500 souls gathering together every Sunday to 
worship, fellowship, and deepen their devotion to the Lord. 
Even with that number divided among four services, our 
building is rapidly approaching its limit. 

Amazingly, God has made another building available just 
one block away from our current location. Through diligent 
prayer and research, the Mars Hill Elders have determined 
that this is the path we are meant to tread, but it will take 
work. Not only will this new building require a multi-million- 
dollar overhaul, we need to maintain the giving that sustains 
our current needs. It's both challenging and exciting, but not 
overwhelming. After all, “what is impossible with men is pos- 
sible with God” (Luke 18:27). 

God has given us a plan. His plan will require participa- 
tion from the whole body to see it accomplished. Through 
faith we must all contribute sacrificially according to our 
means. If all of us make a sacrifice over the next year we will 
have more than enough money and hands to take care of 
every need that is laid before us. 

Pray for wisdom. Pray for guidance. Pray for the Lord 
to continue to bless us individually and corporately that we 
may carry on spreading the Good News of salvation to a city 
sorely in need. 


His will be done. 1 
*Figures courtesy of John Vaughn, Church Growth Today 


Pledges and Donations 


You may make donations for the project through 
all of our normal giving channels (during the 
services, online, mailing to the office). When 
you contribute to the building fund please make 
sure to note that on your gift so that we can 
designate it toward the new building project. 
In addition to the project, we must continue to 
meet our regular budget needs and ask that 
your giving to the project be above and beyond 
your regular giving to the church. 

A pledge form can be found on the back 
page of the “Expand” flyer handed out on 
Sundays. You can also pledge online at 
www.marshillchurch.org. 


If you have questions about the project email 
expand@marshillchurch.org 


Photos by Doug Irvine 
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Exposed 


by Kelly Cowan 





Expose: To leave unprotected. To unmask. To lay open. 
The 2005 Mars Hill Women's Training Camp. 

Needless to say, the very mention of the word “exposed” 
turns heads. In secular society, the concept of exposure 
often carries a negative connotation and can be associ- 
ated with such feelings as guilt, embarrassment and shame. 
Conversely, Scripture describes “exposure” as a positive 
experience before the Lord (Eph. 5:13). 

Interested in what reaction this word elicits in women, | 
surveyed some of my co-workers by asking them what they 
felt when they heard the word “exposed.” 

“It makes me feel intimidated and uncomfortable,” con- 
fessed a young co-worker. She then quickly added, “And it 
makes me a little curious too!” 

Another co-worker's eyes immediately widened when 
I asked her what she thought about the word exposed. “Oh 
gosh,” She said, blushing a little and crossing her arms 


across her chest, “Naked.” 





April 03 2005 


a Y, 


I connected with some of the speakers scheduled to 
teach to the 400-some women who will attend the training 
camp at Camp Berachah. Jennifer Smidt, a Mars Hill member 
who will be sharing her testimony at the training camp, was 
excited to share about this year's title. 

“Scripture is very clear on where we stand before God. 
We are called to step into the light, repent and return to Him. 
Before God and each other, we must rightly and honestly 
address the major sins in our hearts and, consequently, set 
apart Christ as Lord in our hearts.” 

Crystal Munson, who will speak about gluttony, says, 
“The sad truth is that many of us have parts of our lives that 
we refuse to submit to Christ. We do not believe that the only 
one powerful enough to kill our sin is Christ, and we look to 
ourselves to fix the problem.” 

But allowing ourselves to be exposed can be hard. As 
human beings, we naturally do all we can to avoid being 
exposed, whether physically, emotionally or spiritually. How 
do we know that we can be safe in exposing ourselves? 

“We don't talk to other people about these sins,” 
Crystal says, “because we're ashamed and are more con- 
cerned about our appearance than the glory that will be 
given to Christ when we proclaim His victory over our sin. 
By exposing sins that many women 
struggle with, we have the chance to 
proclaim Christ as the only answer to 
living a life free from sin and honoring 
to God.” 

The Bible reminds us that we 
are not only allowed to approach his 
throne fully exposed, but also that we 
can have confidence that there we 
will find grace: 

We do not have a high priest 
who is unable to sympathize with us 
in our weaknesses, but we have one 
who has been tempted in every way, 
just as we are — yet was without sin. 
Let us then approach the throne of 
grace with confidence, so that we 
may receive mercy and find grace to 
help us in our time of need. Hebrews 
4:14-16 

Jennifer shares her prayer, 
“that every woman who attends the 
training camp will come away with 
the encouragement to commit to the lifelong process of 
confessional living—the painful emptying of ourselves of sin 
and self and the joyous proclaiming of the perfect, loving, 
saving grace of Christ.” 

While some women may be intimidated by this year’s 
“Exposed” theme, there are many who anticipate the intense 
subject-matter. 

“| think lots of women are wondering why the guys 
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have a butt-kicking training camp and we don't,” says Shelly 
Jennings, training camp organizer. She explained that instead 
of a retreat, this year’s weekend is a training camp and is 
“more like the men’s ‘advance.’ 

The Women’s Training Camp will explore the topics of 
beauty, gluttony, romanticism, contentment, significance, the 
tongue and sexual sin. They will be teaching through what 
the Bible says on these things and there will be time for 
teaching, testimonies, reflection and response. 

Seeing the excitement of the women the Lord is prepar- 
ing to lead this training camp spurred my interest and desire 
to attend this event tenfold. Shelly expects “a time where 
women can be honest with God, honest with themselves and 
honest with each other about their struggles. | know the Holy 
Spirit is going to do some great things in the lives of Mars Hill 
women!” 1 


“Exposed” Women’s Training Camp: 
4/29-5/1, Camp Berachah, Auburn 
(hotel-style lodge with linens and private bathrooms) 


Cost: 

$100-two nights, all meals (limit: 312) 
$55—Saturday only, lunch and dinner (limit: 100) 
Register at www.marshillchurch.org 


Members: go to the “Exposed” forum on the members site 


to ask any questions, set up carpools and basically get 
stoked. 


Expose 


Women's Pl Training Camp 


April 29 - May 1, 2005 
Camp Berachah, Auburn 


But everything exposed by the light 
becomes visible, for it is light that 
makes everything visible. This is why 
it is said: “Wake up, O sleeper, rise 
from the dead, and Christ will shine 
on you. Ephesians 5:1 


For more information visitthe 
Connect Center. 


Adopted 
Blessings 


A father for the fatherless. 








The Dietz family sharing the love. 


by Amity Egge RI 


April is an important time of the year at Olive Crest Foster 
Family and Adoption Agency, because it is National Child 
Abuse Awareness month. To commemorate the campaign 
of awareness, the staff plans to sell blue bracelets, the color 
chosen for sufferers of child abuse. 

All children who enter in through the doors of Olive 
Crest in Bellevue, WA have suffered from abuse of some 
form, whether they are new or veteran to the foster care 
system. 

“Kids who go through child abuse are survivors, and 
through these kids | really get to see the true definition of 
what a survivor is. You can see just the amazing things God's 
done in these little kids, who have really been through every- 
thing. Seeing them get excited about going to youth group or 
getting baptized, that God has protected them through that, 
or that He's lined up the family and the staff, it's amazing,” 
says Clinical Director Amy Lockman, who is also a member 
at Mars Hill. 

The majority of these children suffer from neglect, 
meaning that the parents have not been taking care of their 
general physical and emotional needs. Other forms of abuse 
that these children suffer are physical and sexual. Some 
children have been exposed to various grown-up atrocities, 
such as domestic violence or drug abuse, that warp their 
experiences of childhood innocence. 

“We have kids that are six years old who have heard 
things about crack, or seen R-rated movies and stuff about 
sex,” Lockman said. “Rather than putting these kids straight 
into homes, we do what is called therapeutic foster care, 
which really is a set of good parents.” 

At Olive Crest the goal is to have a foster child in a 
home for 18 months with all the services that the agency pro- 
vides, such as mentoring, case managing and mental health 
counseling. Once a child develops healthy coping skills, the 
child may return home if the birth mother has improved her 
situation. Otherwise, Olive Crest looks for an adoptive home, 
sometimes referring a child to other Christian adoption agen- 
cies in the area. 

In fact, Olive Crest recently placed a set of five siblings 
with a couple through Antioch Adoptions, which is a ministry 
of Antioch Bible Church in Seattle. These little miracles, like 
placing siblings in the same home, keep Lockman going 
because she knows that God is working behind the scenes. 
When foster children finally find their new home, God's 
providence comes through in a perfect match. Sometimes 
the children and the parents even turn out to share the same 
physical features. 

Mars Hill Member Shana McGinnis, who is the recep- 
tionist at New Hope Child and Family Agency, feels the same 
way. “It's incredible to see how God uses adoption to bring 
families together. It isso obvious to see how the child fits into 
the family or how the child looks like the siblings. Through 
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the lives of everyone who works here, hearts are softened to 
these kids,” she said. 

Adoption is a difficult choice for birth mothers and a 
daunting decision for new parents. But Judy Kelly, execu- 
tive assistant at New Hope, is able to put the process into 
perspective: one person's heartache is another’s answered 
prayer. 

Through the prayerful patience of Mars Hill members 
Ted and Sarah Dietz, their hope of adopting a set of siblings 
has finally been answered. Ted believes that it all happened 
in God's perfect timing. It was over five years ago that they 
first talked about adoption. The first time that they discussed 
adoption as a couple was before they were officially en- 
gaged. 

Sarah used do social work and worked in group homes, 
which formed her heart for adoption, while Ted has always 
had a heart for people in need. “I've always really valued the 
underdog,” he said. “I think that my main thrust was to think 
that there are kids who need a home. If you can love kids, 
then you can bring them into your house [...] But it's the 
Gospel too. It’s what our Heavenly Father did for me, so it’s 
wanting to do that for others.” 

The Dietzes have been seriously contemplating adop- 
tion and taking all the necessary steps for the past two years, 
with a pregnancy and miscarriage mixed into the whole tim- 
ing of the process. When they heard about Matthew, four, 
and Carrie, two, they did not get their hopes up. 

“We told [Antioch] that we were interested in the kids, 
but we didn't think that we were going to get them; because 
they are black, they were going to try to find a black family for 
them,” Sarah said. 

The Dietzes went out to Spokane to meet the kids 
and when they got there, the state social worker told them 
“You're it.” “She was a Christian, working for the state. She 
was specifically calling Christian agencies,” Sarah said. 

The Dietzes went through the foster adopt program at 
Antioch Adoptions because they believe that there is a big- 
ger need for these children to be adopted than infants. They 
believe that Christians need to take an active role by either 
supporting adoption or by adopting children themselves. 

Sarah feels deeply concerned not only about the lives 
that foster children may lead without finding a set of parents 
who are willing to love and cherish them, but also with the 
judgments that people make about them. She believes that 
there is a stigma about adopting foster children, such as the 
fear that they are not going to fit in with society or will turn 
out to be criminals. “The worry that these children are welfare 
kids, children of prostitutes or drug addicts does not belong 
in our Christian thinking,” Sarah said. \ 


For more information about Antioch Adoptions, go to 


www.antiochadoptions.org. Olive Crest's website is www. 
olivecrest.org. 
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The Story of 
Jehan Adams 


Finding God's Will in a 
Yellow VW Bus 





Therefore | tell you, do not worry about your 
life, what you will eat or drink; or about your 
body, what you will wear. Is not life more 
important than food, and the body more 
important than clothes? Look at the birds of 
the air; they do not sow or reap or store away 
in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 
them. Are you much more valuable then they? 
Who of you by worrying can add a single hour 
to his life? (Matt 6:25-27) 
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PEOPLE 


By Tera L. Miller a 


Once the back of the yellow VW bus was packed to the brim 
with as many belongings as she could manage, Jehan Adams 
hit the open road for California. Her move was a decision that 
she made on her own when all signs pointed to her leaving 
Seattle. Feeling abandoned by her family when her mother 
sold their house, Jehan accepted a job offer to transfer to 
California where her stepsister was lonely and needed com- 
panionship. Like Abraham and his journey to Egypt to escape 
the famine (Gen 12:10), Jehan didn't ask God for guidance, 
rather she told God why she was moving and justified her 
decision with all of the opportunities before her. 

After arriving in 


aa 


California, Jehan soon real- 
ized that her stepsister did 
not want a roommate and 
that she was not welcome. 
Eight months of struggle 
and failed attempts to 
compromise brought Jehan 
to her knees calling out to 
God. She recalled, “| was 
at the point where | had 
to give it all to God or just 
be miserable. And that's 
where | was: | was really 
miserable because | was 
living for me.” 

With the decision to 
surrender and seek out the 
Lord’s will on everything, 
Jehan packed her yellow 
VW bus once again and 
returned home to Seattle trusting that God would provide. 
Both jobless and homeless, Jehan was willing to sacrifice her 
security and financial stability to trust in God. 

It was then that Jehan and a friend attended their first 
service at Mars Hill Church. A refreshing approach to the 
Truth, Jehan loved that “it remained to be about Jesus every 
single day,” and how “Pastor Mark went over books of the 
Bible and didn't skip any of the hard topics.” 

Last summer, while living as a nomad out of her yellow 
VW bus, Jehan worked part-time cleaning buildings and 
continued to pray for full-time work and a proper place to 
live. She prayed that God would alleviate her worries and 
take her life and “direct it.” 

With a newly developed sense of peace, Jehan received 
her divine direction while helping some friends paint a build- 
ing — the Evergreen Academy Montessori Preschool. She 
heard of a job opening at the school but was nervous about 
applying. She gave it to Jesus and asked Him to “take away 
the fear.” 

Jehan had dreamed of becoming a Montessori school 





teacher, however financial constraints prevented her from 
receiving the necessary schooling. She felt teaching was 
where her heart was and always knew that she would work 
with kids. She admits, “I am just a big goof ball. | love run- 
ning, playing, and making up silly songs.” 

Jehan walked into the interview holding Jesus’ hand 
and was hired on the spot. Included in her employment 
was tuition assistance for schooling to become a certified 
Montessori teacher (which she will start this fall). 

Following the blessing of her new job, Jehan was 
blessed with a place to live — an actual residence without 
wheels. When the devastating day came when her yellow 
VW bus broke down and could no longer be driven, Jehan 
was blessed with a new car three days later. She vows that 
she will never get rid of her yellow VW bus, as it is a reminder 
of God’s grace and that “He always provides just enough 
needed to learn discipline and self control.” 

Twenty-four-year-old Jehan is grateful for the blessings 
in her life and the authentic community she has found at Mars 
Hill Church. Now promoted to childcare supervisor, Jehan 
explains, “I get to hold Jesus’ hand all throughout my day, 
every day, and always be in Him. That has done wonders for 
my life. The blessings that have come to me since I’ve been 
coming to Mars Hill are phenomenal.” 1, 


I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor 
is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. Now 
that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do 
them. (John 13:16-17) 


Photos by: Bryan Myss 
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by Ryan Brett RR 


The atmosphere is not immediately inviting. In fact, it's a little 
intimidating: a circle you can't enter. Everyone wears stony 
faces that seem not at all interested in you. Especially if you 
are new to the game. Especially if you are an outsider. At 
least this appears to be true, right up until the time the guy 
with the tattoos, body-piercings and punk jacket gives you a 
holler for a move you pulled. That was a yell of approval, a 
yell of camaraderie. You are accepted. You are in the circle 
because you skate. 

Skating has always held a sub-cultural, deviant visage 
to the mainstream, but when you break it down to its base 
you find the similarities between it and any other activity. 
It fosters community and the sense of belonging: a way to 
be known. Kimo (“kee-mo”) Cole, a member at Mars Hill, 
knows all about the similarities and differences that come 
with the skate scene; it was his vision to share this with his 
community. The ministry resulted from a random conversa- 
tion between Kimo and Bubba Jennings, church Facilities 
Director. Kimo recalls, “One day | asked Bubba, ‘Bubba, why 
is there no skate ministry here?’ He said, ‘I don't know, there 
should be one...do you want to start one?” | said sure and 
that was about it.” 

Kimo let the word out at one of the Proxy events, found 
some interest and set up the first scheduled skate event in 
early February for a ministry he calls “The Coalition.” It's a 
grassroots start to a grassroots ministry. 

Rewind about 11 months. This is when Kimo came 
to Jesus, and he's searched for a way to get connected at 

Mars Hill ever since. For Kimo, coming to Mars Hill was 

coming full-circle. After growing up in the 
Seattle area and graduating from 
Shorewood High, he 

departed 


to attend Rocky Mountain College in Billings, Montana. 
There he met his wife of 9 years, April, on the ski team. 

Together they traveled throughout California and 
Montana skiing and living the ski bum's dream. Eventually, in 
2000, the call to settle down and have children of their own 
pulled them back to Seattle where they now live and raise 
their 3 1/2 year old son, Keala, who shares his dad's passion 
for skating. April recently re-devoted her life to Jesus and 
Kimo came to the Lord as well. Now it is both of their goal 
and aim, “to live to the glory of God.” That is Kimo's primary 
focus with The Coalition. 

God knew what He was doing when He brought Kimo 
to Mars Hill. No one could have picked a better guy to lead 
a skate ministry. With a career going back to the mid-70's, 
Kimo has been there, skated it: Hawaii, California, Oregon, 
Utah, Nevada, Montana, Vermont and Vancouver, BC... 
Kimo's street cred is international. He skates competitively 
and has earned multiple sponsorships (with Snowboard 
Connection, DC Shoes and Nitro). Basically, Kimo is con- 
nected to the scene and knows what he is doing. 

Even though the Coalition is just getting off the ground, 
Kimo's vision about how he can use skating to glorify Jesus 
is already solid. Profound and directly connected to the Mars 
Hill style of evangelism, Kimo touches on why he believes 
skateboarding was created, its purpose in our culture 
and how it can be a vehicle to inform non-Christians and 
Christians alike about Jesus: 

“Skateboarding was created as an outlet for unique 
individuals to express themselves, establishing an amazing 
bond and brotherhood that transcends socio-economic, 
racial, gender-specific and spiritual barriers. Skaters accept 
people that the mainstream deems weird. People tend to 
believe in the misconception that skating is a mysterious 


and dark subculture—not unlike many other subcultures in 
Seattle—and that you need 
to submerge yourself 

in that darkness. 


| want 


PEOPLE 


to change peoples’ misconceptions. | want to tap into the 
brotherhood of the board and show everyone, young and old, 
that you can glorify God via the skateboard. | want to show 
that by accepting Him, you will be able to use this vehicle, 
the skateboard, to travel farther and faster than anyone ever 
imagined.” 

Kimo plans to host a Coalition event every month and 
to keep things grassroots and low key, thereby building 
momentum within our church walls before bringing it into the 
city we live. As the months roll along into spring and summer, 
Kimo plans on taking the Coalition to skate parks around 
the state: Bainbridge, Sumner, Carnation and Leavenworth, 
for example, all have great parks. Kimo also wants to set up 
a camping/skating trip up to the Orcas Island Skateboard 
Park, a world-class venue. His main goal for the next year is 
to grow the ranks and build friendships using the Coalition as 
an outlet. Kimo’s take on the whys and hows of this ministry 
certainly extend beyond just hooking up and skating. 

As you might have noticed, there are strong similarities 
between what Kimo is applying to the world of skateboard- 
ing and the Kingdom of Jesus. A focus on community and 
meeting people on their level rather than trying to fit them 
into a pre-cast mold. Everyone is different and Jesus meets 
us where we are at, taking us into His hands, helping us and 
nurturing us to become part of His Kingdom. We can’t do it 
on our own. The Coalition emulates this process, bringing 
community, friendship and the love of Jesus to our congrega- 
tion and eventually to our city, seeking to align those who 
don’t fit the molds of our world, and demonstrating that 
everybody fits into His. 1% 


For more information about the 
Coalition, email Kimo Cole at 


Shredgnar@aol.com. 
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“Welcome to the 7:15 service for 

vampires, college students and indie rockers.” Team Strike 
Force begins to play electric guitars by candlelight, and if 
you're new to Mars Hill, you might begin to look around to 
see if anyone else is taken off-guard. Sunday morning isn't so 
much different-even when the Mars Hillbillies are twanging 
there’s an edge to the sound that’s not quite CCM. If you’re 
paying any attention to who's playing at the Paradox, you 
might start to notice Mars Hill's propensity toward the quirky, 
ingenious and loud when it comes to music. It’s aptly paired 
with the city in which we find ourselves: Seattle, home of 
Death Cab for Cutie, Modest Mouse and KEXP-a station 
with a reputation for exposing the newest and best in music, 
particularly on one program that every indie fan knows well: 
The Morning Show with John Richards. But if all this indie 
adoration is perplexing to those who feel like outsiders look- 
ing in on 80's t-shirt and Converse All-Stars wearing concert 
junkies who name drop bands you've never heard of, no wor- 
ries. The man himself was willing to sit down and answer the 
familiar quandary, “What’s the deal with indie?!” 


VP: Indie rock, almost by definition, is a genre that defies 
being pigeonholed into one certain sound. That being said, 
how would you define it and how could someone pick it out 


of a lineup? 
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Richards, by Joey Rice. 


JR: It's hard 

to say. Independent has to refer to something 

else. Independent of what? Coldplay just won the Grammy 
for best alternative album. But they sold millions of records. 
So if they're alternative, what's mainstream? Recently, some- 
one asked me to make an indie mix for a compilation album 
and | actually had to ask, “What do you mean by ‘indie’?” 
It turned out that Radiohead was too mainstream for what 
they wanted. There are stations that won't play any band on 
a major label, like Chaos in Olympia, but they don't leave 
themselves with much selection by doing that. 


VP: How much does the tag “indie” have to do with belong- 
ing to an independent music label? For example, Capitol, a 
fairly large label, carries Radiohead and the Dandy Warhols, 
but both are indie all-stars. 

JR: Ten years ago, it meant music put out by independent 
record labels that were willing to do something different 
than mainstream rock. But the sound became popular and 
more and more labels began to carry it. It's not unlike what 
happened in Seattle in the early 90’s with alternative music. 
Nirvana and Pearl Jam became popular and then the music 
had a price tag attached to it that bigger labels wanted to 
carry. Sub-Pop is now partnered with the major label Warner 


CULTURE 


and they have Iron and Wine, the Postal Service and The 
Shins. If The Shins isn't indie, | don't know what is. 


VP: When a genre goes mainstream, does that kill it? 
Especially with something like indie, which derives a sub- 
stantial part of its identity from its not being mainstream. 
JR: You know, it really depends on the band whether or not 
popularity kills its art. It can be really good to go with the 
masses once and a while. You shouldn't listen to something 
just because it's not popular any more than you should listen 
to something just because it is. It’s really music snobs who 
ruin everything, arguing over terminology. I'll be sick if | hear 
the phrase “indie hip scenester” one more time. | don’t care 
about being hip. | just try to play good music and | hope other 
people like it too. 

The whole, ‘This is mine! You can't have it’ attitude is what 
gets me. Death Cab for Cutie just signed onto Atlantic and 
| doubt they'll lose one fan for doing it. Ok, they might lose 
one, but they'll gain so many more from the exposure. Also, 
you could commercialize a whole sound and still find bands 
doing great underground stuff in the genre. 


VP: When | was in London | saw Razorlight perform live 
on Parkinson and called home to tell my indie-lovin’ friends 
(who had never heard of them, by the way). By the time | 
returned home the following month, Razorlight was being 
highlighted on the Morning Show. KEXP and John in the 
Morning are so consistently at the forefront of indie music, 
particularly because you have a worldwide audience through 
the web and listener requested programs. So is Seattle at 
the hub of the indie machine, or is this something more 
widespread? 

JR: It's really a red state, blue state thing. It's not just Seattle, 
but it's certainly not Middle-America. It’s progressive music 
and that's where it does best. And then there are a few 
people in almost every town who love this kind of music. I'd 
say that Seattle's actually on a downslope. The last good 
bands to come out of Seattle have been Modest Mouse 
and Death Cab, but they've been around for awhile. The UK 
and New York seem to be the places right now where my 


favorites are coming from. 





Local indie rockers Late Tuesday. 


Photo by: Brian Casey 


VP: Any band recommendations for people who'd like to be 
introduced to indie? 

JR: The Arcade Fire's latest album, Funeral, is one of my 
recent albums of the year. | went to their show and | was 
like, “I believe in music now.” Their album is great and seeing 
them live is one hundred times better. They are with Merge 
Records and are very unique. 

Another one is The Wrens, whose album, Meadowlands, 
was another of my recent albums of the year. Now that 
band is independent. They have a core following of fans, an 
independent label and a totally distinctive sound. 


VP: Is there anything you want to say about indie rock as 
a genre? 

JR: If you're going to listen to indie, you have to think. It's a 
process of discovery and exploration to find the music that 
you truly enjoy; the top 40 has always sucked and the really 
good stuff has never sold that well. What can | say? The 
majority are f---ed up and have bad taste and they always 
have. Not that we don't all have our guilty pleasures. But for 
the most part, with indie you have to think for yourself. Isn't 
that the way you want to read books and see movies and 
choose your coffee shop? But you have to work for it, and 


that's not for everyone. w 


Some more listener-friendly bands for indie newcomers: Wilco, The Postal Service, Dolorean, Grandaddy, and local band 
The Republic to name a few. Check out John's show weekdays from 6-10 AM on 90.3 or streaming at KEXP's website at 


www.kexp.org. 





indie 101 


For the uninitiated, curious to experience 
the world of indie rock firsthand, our Culture 
editor, Joey Rice, has come up with this intro 
to indie playlist: 


1. “Let Go,” 
by Frou Frou, 


rom Details 2. “Nothing Better 


The Postal Service, 
Give Up 


4. “| Play Music” 
. Rosie Thomas, 





You Win 


7. “Sleeperhold” 





Only With Laughter Can 


3. “Caring is Creepy” 
The Shins, 
Oh, Inverted World 


5. “Jesus, Etc.” 
Wilco, 


Yankee Hotel Foxtrot 6. “Pink Moon” 


Nick Drake, 
Pink Moon 











film&theology 
ATT 
welcome 


All stories possess shared themes, and many 
films are saying a lot more than you realize. Join 
us as we engage contemporary culture and 
view this art form through a discerning lens. 


“TO END ALL WARS” 
friday april 15th, 6:45pm 


M MARS HILL CHURCH 


8. “Moving Pictures, Silent Films” 
The Great Lake Swimmers, 
self-titled release 


10. “Your Favorite Music” 
Clem Snide, 
Moment in the Sun 


Dolorean, 
Not Exotic 


11. “Transatlanticism” 











9. “Track 1” Death Cab for Cuti 
Damien Rice, y from () 





The Frames, 


= The Roads Outgrown 
15. “Second Chance” a i 
14. “Haleluia” The Republic, = KEANE ls: 
Rufus Wainwright So They Ran caga, 16. “Might as Well 


Be Strangers” 
Keane, 


17.”Such Great Heights” Hopes and Fears 


The Postal Service, 
Give Up 


18. “Golden Touch” 
Razorlight, 
Up All Night 





CULTURE 
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by Pastor Mark Driscoll mem 


Athanasius 


Athanasius is widely regarded as one of the most 
important theologians in the history of the Christian faith. 
Indeed, without his brilliance and courage, the worship of 
our Trinitarian God through Jesus Christ would possibly not 
exist today. 

The early details of Athanasius life are somewhat un- 
certain. He was born between 296 and 298 A.D. The details 
of his family and education are uncertain, as well. What is 
certain is that at some point early in life, Athanasius came 
to love Jesus Christ and God and spent a great deal of time 
reading the Bible. 

The story is told that the prominent theologian, 
Alexander, discovered Athanasius. Alexander was gazing out 
of his window at the sea when he saw the young Athanasius 
playing the role of a minister and baptizing his young friends. 
Curious if perhaps the young boys were mocking the church, 
Alexander went to inspect their actions and discovered that 
they were very serious and practicing to become pastors. 
After speaking with Athanasius, Alexander was impressed 
with the young man’s love for God and decided to formally 
train him for ministry. Though a teen, by 313 Athanasius was 
in full time ministry as the theological secretary to Alexander. 

Another Christian theologian named Arius was roughly 
forty years Athanasius’ senior and born around 256 A.D. In 
319 Arius sparked a vigorous theological debate that gripped 
the church for some sixty years. The Arian controversy at- 
tacked three of the most important Christian doctrines. First, 
it denied that Jesus Christ was eternal and existed prior to 
His incarnation. Secondly, it denied that Jesus was fully God. 
Third, it denied the doctrine of the Trinity, which states that 
there is one God in three persons: Father, Son and Spirit. 

The Roman Emperor Constantine had converted to 


Vv 
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Christianity around 312 A.D. when he had a vision of a cross 
while going into a decisive battle. Upon winning the battle, 
Constantine was convinced that Jesus had given him the 
victory and wanted him to become a Christian emperor who 
promoted the spread of Christianity. The Arian controversy 
was Causing great division both in the church and the Roman 
Empire, and Constantine called a council in Nicea in an effort 
to mediate the conflict. 

The Nicean council was attended by 325 bishops, as 
well as other Christian leaders who were not bishops such 
as Arius and Athanasius. Many of the bishops in attendance 
bore the marks of their conflict by the scars on their bodies, 
with one bishop missing a hand and another missing an eye 
from persecution over the issue. 

The debate raged from May until August. Arius was 
a formidable opponent for three reasons: 1) he was a very 
skilled preacher, 2) the concept of the Trinity was/is a very 
difficult doctrine to explain, and his portrayal of Jesus as a great 
hero but not God was easier for some people to understand 
and 3) he was skilled at marketing his ideas, putting them into 
commercial-like jingles that people could remember. 

Though he was not a bishop, Athanasius was welcomed 
into the discussions and proved himself to be an invalu- 
able contributor. Unlike many theologians in his day who 
were steeped in philosophy, Athanasius was a man deeply 
committed to Scripture and argued relentlessly—from the 
Bible—for the Trinity and deity of Jesus Christ. Some of his 
more convincing arguments for the deity of Jesus included 
the reasoning that if Jesus were not God, He could not save 
sinners because a creature cannot redeem a fellow creature, 
and also that the church was guilty of idolatry if Jesus was 
not God because He was worshipped as God. 

The Nicene Creed resulted from the Council at Nicea 
and confirmed that Jesus Christ is eternally God and the 
second member of the Trinity. This document has served 
as the definition for Christian orthodoxy in every generation 
since and explains why many call Athanasius the “father of 
orthodoxy.” His book, On the Incarnation, which he penned 
while still in his twenties, remains one of the most important 
theological books ever written. It cogently and Biblically 





Athanasius was a 
man deeply com- 
mitted to Scripture 
and argued 
relentlessly—from 
the Bible—for the 
Trinity and deity of 
Jesus Christ 





argues that Jesus Christ is eternally God and the second 
member of the Trinity who became a man to redeem men 
from their sin. 

Though Arius and his teachings were rejected as 
heretical, he remained very popular until his death in 336 
A.D. Arius did not recant of his teachings, but did want his 
followers and himself to be welcomed back into communion 
with the church. Athanasius adamantly opposed the church 
welcoming Arius and his followers back into fellowship and 
communion, which caused Athanasius to be widely hated 
and persecuted. 

In 328, Alexander died and the mantle for defending 
orthodoxy fell to Athanasius, who was around thirty years of 
age. That same year he was appointed as a Bishop, which 
allowed him to oversee the churches and pastors in Egypt 
and Libya. He stomped out the Arian heresy in the churches 
under his leadership, and then sought to expand his influence 
to destroy the Arian heresy in every church in the Roman 
Empire. 

Although a man of slight build and gracious demeanor, 
Athanasius fought boldly for his Trinitarian God and Lord 
Jesus Christ. Members of his churches were murdered, 
including men who were hung and women who were slaugh- 
tered. His enemies routinely brought false charges against 
Athanasius and forced him into exile on five occasions for a 
total of seventeen of his forty five years as bishop. 

He spent his years in exile among desert monks who 
loved Jesus Christ and welcomed Athanasius as a dear 
brother. There he grew in his prayer life and spent consider- 
able time writing against the heretics and articulating Bible- 
based doctrine. During one exile, he wrote the biography of 
his dear friend Antony, who was a godly monk who taught 
Athanasius a great deal about a loving relationship with Jesus 
Christ. Some years later, Augustine read this biography, 
which directly lead to his conversion. Curiously, Augustine 
never penned a significant work on Christology (the doctrine 
of Jesus Christ), though he is one of the most prolific and im- 
portant theologians in the history of the church. This may be 
simply because he believed that Athanasius had sufficiently 
articulated and defended Jesus Christ. 

Pastor Athanasius was dearly loved by his people and 
was warmly welcomed each time he returned from exile. 
He died in 373 as an elderly man, loving pastor and pastor 
to fellow pastors. Eight years after his death, Athanasius 
was finally vindicated when his doctrines about Jesus 
Christ were officially confirmed as Biblical orthodoxy at the 
Council of Constantinople, some sixty years after the Arian 
controversy erupted. \" 


For Further Study: 

www.ccel.org has a free historical biography by Philip Shaff 
and a free copy of Athanasius book, On the Incarnation, 
available by typing “Athanasius” in the author/title search. 


Mars Hill Community Groups 


“And let us consider how we may spur one another on community groups is to provide a warm environment with 


toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting opportunities for you to connect and grow authentic relation- 
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us ships and lasting biblical friendships with your brothers and 
encourage one another — and all the more as you see the sisters in Christ, experience authentic biblical community 
Day approaching.” (Heb 10:24-25) 


Mars Hill community groups are modeled after the 


with God and others, find nourishment and accountability 
as you mature in your own walk with Christ and establish a 
early New Testament home churches. In Acts Chapter 2, support center from which you will go out into your various 
Christians gathered together in homes for the purposes of social networks carrying the hope of the Gospel. 
studying Scripture, bonding as a Christ-loving community Prayerfully consider joining a community group. A com- 
and advancing the Gospel in their culture. They held ev- prehensive list of groups with contact information is available 
erything in common through friendship, prayer, fellowship, online, in the connect center, and below. 
meals and study. 

All community groups take place in the homes of (Please contact the host for address, directions, etc. using 


church members who are committed to sharing their lives the contact information given below) 





with those who participate in their group. The purpose of 


MONDAY 


Ballard 7pm 

Led By: Mark Blair, Craig Baker 
Contact: Mark Blair 
marktheblair@yahoo.com 


Ballard 

Led By: Ken French 

Contact: Becky Clements 
206-297-0702 
rebeccaclements@hotmail.com 


Greenlake 7pm 

Led By: Jon Bugler 
Contact: Josh Wall 
206-524-2032 
zoned_out2@yahoo.com 


North Seattle 10am 
Led By: Tina French 
Contact: Kate Policani 
206-418-0405 
cupkate@comcast.net 
For Women Only 


Redmond 7pm 
Led By: John Rivard 


Contact: John and Jeannie Rivard 


206-484-3886 
john@rivards.net 


TUESDAY 


Ballard 6:30pm 

Led By: Fawn Hall 
Contact: Fawn Hall 
206-706-8379 
gasket_girl@hotmail.com 
For Women Only 


Ballard 7pm 

Led By: Luke Abrams 
Contact: Jessica Abrams 
206-619-3824 
jessica@theabrams.net 


Ballard 

Led By: Scott Richardson 
Contact: Scott Richardson 
206-783-5902 


ballardcommunitygroup @earthlink.net 


Ballard 

Led By: Brad House 
Contact: Brad and Jill House 
206-227-2652 
jillhouse@hotmail.com 


Ballard 7:30pm 

Led By: David Pauls 

Contact: David and Patty Pauls 
(206) 235-4215 

patty @starfishcreative.com 


Central District 

Led By: Wes Oaks 
Contact: Brian Truman 
206-903-8545 


motoroilandbedhead@yahoo.com 


Crown Hill 7:30pm 

Led By: Drew Maxwell 

Contact: Drew and Lisa Maxwell 
206-650-7085 
lisa@marshillchurch.org 


Edmonds 7pm 

Led By: Wilson Raj 
Contact: Rick James 
512-626-9518 
denali_2000@yahoo.com 
For Men Only 


Everett 

Led By: Tim Quiring 

Contact: Tim and Anne Quiring 
425-379-2966 
tquiring@earthlink.net 


Fremont 7pm 

Led By: Andrew Hockman, Sally 
Morrison 

Contact: Andrew Hockman 
425-830-1805 
sledge@getstunned.com 


Fremont 7pm 

Led By: Jon Cross 

Contact: Jon and Amie Cross 
206-782-1398 
across@seattlechristian.org 


Greenlake 7:30pm 
Led By: Lee Brown 
Contact: Christy Oosten 
206-297-6391 
c_oosten@hotmail.com 


Greenwood 6:30pm 

Led By: Nick Moceri 

Contact: Nick and Beth Moceri 
206-219-9092 
nick@wearedual.com 


Issaquah 6:45pm 

Led By: Dan Kronstad 
Contact: Jason Cowan 
jasoncowan98@yahoo.com 


Kirkland 7:30pm 

Led By: Tim Zion 

Contact: Tim and Mariah Zion 
206-427-7869 
timzion@hotmail.com 


Lake City 7pm 
Led By: Matthew Smith 


Contact: Matthew and Christina Smith 


206-300-6128 
matthew@windermere.com 


Lake City 7pm 

Led By: Matt Johnson 
Contact: Rose Johnson 
206-953-6414 
r_shalomj@yahoo.com 


Lynnwood 7pm 

Led By: Phil Smidt, James Dahlman 
Contact: Jim Dahlman 
425-744-0588 
jedahlman@hotmail.com 


Magnolia 7pm 

Led By: Tony Bolander 
Contact: Tony Bolander 
206-979-8811 
tonybolander@yahoo.com 


Phinney Ridge 10am 
Led By: Kim Hall 
Contact: Kim Hall 
206-297-7995 
kimbrehall@comcast.net 
For Women Only 


Queene Anne 7pm 
Led By: Joel Robnett 
Contact: Joel Robnett 
206-300-0960 
robnett26@hotmail.com 


Redmond 

Led By: Jesse Winkler 
Contact: Jesse Winkler 
425-558-9433 
jessewinkler@verizon.net 


Shoreline 10am 

Led By: Trisha Wilkerson 
Contact: Trisha Wilkerson 
trishaw@speakeasy.net 
For Women Only 


Shoreline 7pm 

Led By: Andrew Myers 
Contact: Heidi Myers 
206-992-3019 
alayne@gmail.com 


Shoreline 7pm 

Led By: Bill Nieman 

Contact: Bill and Joan Nieman 
206-417-5565 
joanandbill@seanet.com 


So. Issaquah 7pm 

Led By: David Nelson 

Contact: David and Sammi Nelson 
425-432-0748 
applefieldfarm@msn.com 


South Seattle 7pm 

Led By: Ted Dietz 

Contact: Ted and Sarah Dietz 
206-755-0774 
sarahdietz@comcast.net 


University District 7pm 
Led By: Jacob Beers 
Contact: Jacob Beers 
206-524-3396 
jbeers707@hotmail.com 


University District 7pm 
Led By: Josh Dougherty 
Contact: Josh Dougherty 
360-620-2180 
doughj@spu.edu 


Wallingford 7pm 

Led By: Michael Adeney 
Contact: Michael Adeney 
206-240-7589 
mwadeney@u.washington.edu 


BODYLIFE 


Wallingford 

Led By: Paul Miller 
Contact: Mike Murphey 
206-547-0635 
mmurphey@microsoft.com 
For Men Only 


WEDNESDAY 


Crown Hill 10am 

Led By: Sandy Patterson 
Contact: Sandy Patterson 
206-306-0977 
ssl7@cornell.edu 

For Women Only 


Kirkland 6:30pm 

Led By: Paul Clark 

Contact: Sam and Beth Barrett 
425-739-7390 
samandbethbarrett@attws.com 


Kirkland 6:30pm 

Led By: Jamie Wallace 
Contact: Jamie Wallace 
425-605-4524 
jamie@jamieandholly.com 


THURSDAY 


Bellevue 7pm 

Led By: Cliff Low 

Contact: Tim and Dulci Klassen 
425-373-3377 
timndulc@hotmail.com 


Bothell 10am 

Led By: Danielle Blazer 
Contact: Danielle Blazer 
425-316-6803 
DaniBlazer@aol.com 
For Women Only 


Kenmore 7pm 

Led By: Richard Harleman 
Contact: Richard Harleman 
425-205-9367 
raharleman@hotmail.com 


Kirkland 6:30 PM 

Led By: Micah Stroh 
Contact: Michelle Bates 
(206) 313-7757 
Icruizerchick@yahoo.com 


Lynnwood 7:30pm 
Led By: Kristian Ellefsen 
Contact: Bina Ellefsen 


206-372-2694 
bina@nwirp.org 


Northgate 7pm 

Led By: Eric Youngblut 

Contact: Eric and Carla Youngblut 
206-219-9125 
ericandcarla@youngblut.net 


Phinney Ridge 7pm 
Led By: Chris Hall 
Contact: Kim Hall 
206-297-7995 
kimbrehall@comcast.net 


Queen Anne 7pm 

Led By: Aaron Easter 
Contact: Torrey Maben 
206-285-7027 
torreymOmarshillchurch.org 


FRIDAY 


Bainbridge Island 

Led By: Bob Moore 

Contact: Bob and Dixie Moore 
206-842-1402 
rim@bainbridge.net 


North Seattle 

Led By: Paul Petry 

Contact: Paul and Jonna Petry 
pastorpaul@marshillchurch.org 


Redmond 10am 

Led By: Angie Winkler 
Contact: Angela Winkler 
425-558-9433 
angelawinkler@verizon.net 
For Women Only 


SATURDAY 


Shoreline 5pm 

Led By: Mike Wilkerson 

Contact: Mike and Trisha Wilkerson 
trishaw@speakeasy.net 
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Money at Mars Hill 


What do we believe about our stuff? 

Very simply, everything we have comes from God. Our money 
is a blessing and a tool we use to worship Him by giving to 
the church (to further the Gospel in Seattle), providing for 
our families and enjoying God and the grace that He gives 
us. You may have a lot and you may have a little, but the real 
question is: are you worshipping God with your stuff and do 
the first fruits of your checkbook reveal that? 


How much should | give? 

The Bible says that giving is for Christians and should be 
directed first to your local church. The does not say how 
much you should give but rather seeks to deal with the heart 
behind your giving. 2nd Corinthians 8 and 9 say that our 
giving should be cheerful, regular, sacrificial and generous. 
The Bible does not prescribe a percentage; through prayer 
we must seek to have a clear conscience in regards to our 
giving. Jesus says, “For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also” (Mt 6:21). 


Who should give? 

Christians should give faithfully to their local church. If you 
are not a Christian, don't give—seek to deal with the larger 
issue: your sin and Jesus’ forgiveness of that sin. We are 
not concerned about the amount people give but about 
the number of people who are giving. God is building His 
kingdom through the church, and He asks that all believers 
share in this joyous responsibility. This mission is bigger than 
just a few of us and takes everyone's effort and faithfulness; 
no matter if you are a college student who can give only 10 
bucks a month or a millionaire who can give thousands. 


How Can I Give At Mars Hill? 


e By check or cash placed in the offering basket during 
service 

e By check or cash placed In the triangular kiosks located 
in the foyers 


By mailing a check to the church office (contact the office 

if you would like some self addressed envelopes). 

e Online contributions can be given via debit or credit card 
at www.marshillchurch.org. 

* Automatic Payments (ACH) can also be set up - email 

giving@marshillchurch.org 

Donation of stock 


Sincerely, 
Pastor Jamie Munson 


Questions, Comments or Concerns, 
e-mail: giving@marshillchurch.org 
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CHURCH FINANCIAL INFORMATION/WEEKLY GIVING TRENDS 




















Date Budget Giving # of Givers Attendance 

(July 1, 2004- March 20, 2005) 
February 13 $55,000.00 $68,792.00 339 3479 

Total Given $2,480,234.06 
February 20 $55,000.00 $72,209.00 400 3431 Households 1039 

Average Giving $165.04/mo 
February 27 $55,000.00 $68,154.00 366 3403 per household 
March 6 $55,000.00 $89,907.93 463 3608 
March 13 $55,000.00 $58,857.00 341 3563 
March 20 $55,000.00 $73,080.00 356 3666 
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Monthly Budget 
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$290,209.00 | $221,844.93 








No Easter Bunny 
Needed 


by Pastor James Harleman 





| always knew there was no Easter bunny. My parents made 
this clear, although my Dad would still tease us with a wink 
when he came inside and revealed that he’d seen something 
white and fuzzy slinking around the backyard, hiding eggs. 
After church, my brother and | would be treated games and a 
great meal - the toil and planning of caring parents, all faith- 
fully prepared in love. 

By the grace of God through His faithful givers, Mars 
Hill has been ahead of budget consistently since January. 


BODYLIFE 


While March appears to be ending under budget by the 
chart above, this is misleading. As Easter approached, we 
realized that we were far enough ahead in previous months 
to cover March, and that we could instead designate all of- 
ferings on March 27 (Easter Sunday) to our Expansion fund 
(see page 4). 

Yet again, no magical rabbit was needed this week- 
end; as the long day came to a close, the faithful giving of 
members and guests totaled $203,290! Praise God for a 
great start toward raising needed funds of 3 million dollars. 
Together we will continue plan and steward God’s resources 
as we expand our presence and mission in this city, reaching 
out as Caring missionaries with hospitality and love, faithfully 
prepared. 1 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 





New to Mars Hill? Not Connected? 
Explore the Gospel Class. 
Classes start Wednesday April 6th, 6:45p-8:30p 
(childcare and classes available for toddlers - age18) 
This class is designed to be the first point of connection 
for those considering Mars Hill as their church home, for 
a season or for a lifetime. It also serves as the theological 
foundation from which our theology and community springs. 
Content of the class includes an overview The Scriptures, 
God, Creation, Sin, Salvation, Stewardship, The Missional 
Church, Spiritual Gifts, and Mars Hill Church's core values, 
giving everyone a healthy overview of basic biblical theology 
and how this plays out philosophically and practically in the way 
we embody the gospel to the neighborhood in which we live. 
We ask that every potential church member take this 
class to assess how they feel about God, the gospel, and 
Mars Hill Church, praying for discernment and growth as 
they choose a local body of believers to call their family. 
(this class is required for church membership and any of our 
subsequent “Capstone” Classes). 


Reach the Heart Experience 
with Larry Crabb 
April 8,9 2005 
Through teaching, worship, and narrative, the Reach the 
Heart conference contrasts the old way to live and the new 
way to live. Participants will see why they feel such pressure, 
so little joy, and so many relational conflicts in life. They will 
understand the freedom given through the New Covenant 
in Jesus Christ that makes this life possible. A distinctive 
model for “SoulCare” is presented that can be immediately 
translated into church life whether it be in your small groups, 
pastoral counseling, committee meetings, retreats, or every- 
day conversation. Coordinated locally by Mars Hill Church, 
Grace Community Church, Doxa Church, Soma Church and 
Harambee Church, Reach the Heart will be an enlightening 
and powerfully motivating experience. 

Go to www.reachtheheartexperience.com for more 
details and registration infromation. 


7:15pm Service Crew 

Do you attend our new 7:15pm service? Be a hospitable host 
to those who are coming to hear about Jesus and worship 
alongside us. Jay Edmark needs more volunteers to help with 
cleanup after this service. Email jay@marshillchurch.org 


Info Desk Needs YOU! 

Additional volunteers for the info desk are needed for our 
super late service, the 7:15pm, to help watch over the family 
entrance as wellas be an informational support to ourmembers 
and guests. Contact Kevin Potts - potts@marshillchurch. 
org if you are interested. 





Acting Auditions 

Sunday, May 8. 

If you haven't ever been in the Children’s Ministry area, you 
may never have heard of a town called Jericho Junction. On 
Wednesday nights, the townspeople come alive to teach kids 
biblical truths and life application lessons. There is a need to 
replace actors for the upcoming year. Jericho Junction is an 
every other week commitment that lasts from October thru 
June. If you love drama (experienced or not) and enjoy teach- 
ing kids the Bible in fun and exciting ways, this is the ministry 
for you...please contact Tami McKinley for more information 
and to sign up for your audition tami@marshillchurch.org 


The Breakfast Club (Emilio not included) 
Ephesians 4:12, 13 & Ephesians 2:10, 11 

Volunteers are needed for the Breakfast Club (formerly 
Breakfast with Bubba) on Saturday mornings at 10am. This 
is a great ministry for new members and guests to get con- 
nected with our church. Contact jay@marshillchurch.org 


Recovery Groups 





Support and Recovery Groups 
Mars Hill Church offers other support ministries and recov- 


ery groups for dealing with the pains of living life in a fallen 
world. Support and Recovery Groups include: Sanctuary 
(loss of child/miscarriage), The Wounded Heart (for men and 
women dealing with past sexual abuse), Women's Recovery 
(general), Alcohol Recovery for Men, Recovery for Sexual 
Addiction (men), and Homosexuality transformation. For 
more information about Mars Hill Recovery Groups, e-mail: 
recovery@marshillchurch.org 
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Be a man: join security! 

We are short-handed on security volunteers for all Sunday 
services and especially Wednesday night during classes. 
We need more security volunteers to be the Body's eyes, 
ears and stealth ninja skills (no previous ninja experience 
necessary). We have had a few break-ins lately and would 
like to show a presence in order to prevent future occur- 
rences. Step up! Contact jay@marshillchurch.org 





COVENANT 


TELS PROMO: PRT. - ENTRA FT 


Covenant is committed to: 

e Teaching biblical truths on topics related to singleness 

e Providing instruction on the biblical process of courtship 

e Creating a safe environment for the unmarried to meet who 
call Mars Hill home 


Our next monthly Covenant sponsored event will be a Talent 
Show on April 22nd, watch for details and check out our 
calendar at marshillchurch.org/covenant for more events 
near you! 


Mars Hill Outdoors 

April 8 - SCUBA certification class begins 

3 days of class time and 2 days of open water diving. 
Contact: Meilee Lim at limmei@gmail.com 


April 9 - Kayak Lake Washington, 9am—1pm 

No experience necessary. Rental equipment will be available. 
Contact: Jeannie Fleming at jeannef1@comcast.net or 
Thom Booth at thombooth@emsoln.com 


April 16 - Hike Tiger Mountain, 8am 

All-ages Hike. Only 30 minutes from downtown Seattle. 
5 Miles Round Trip. There are shorter hikes available and a 
kids’ nature trail as well. Contact: Rick James at 

denali 2000@yahoo.com 


April 23 - Hike Ira Spring Memorial Trail, 8am 

Hike past a waterfall, lake and magnificent views of Mt 
Rainier. Time: 1.5 hours up, 1 hour down 

Distance (RT): -6 miles. Difficulty: Moderate 

Contact: Meilee Lim at limmei@gmail.com 
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april 


for more information, visit www.marshillchurch.org 


weekly this season 





sunday services 
9:00 am, 11:15 am, 5:00 pm, 7:15 pm 
(children’s ministry at all services except 7:15 pm) 
gospel class (wed at 6:45pm - qtr starts april 6) 
The first point of connection for those consider- 
ing Mars Hill as their church home. Content of the 
class covers our core values, biblical theology, our 
mission and how to participate with us spiritually 
and practically. 


capstone classes (air starts april 3 - sun 
afternoons at 1:20 & 3:00, & wed evenings at 6:45) 
Christian education classes are free of charge. 


[proxy] (teens at MH, wednesday evenings) 
[proxy] is our midweek ministry for junior high and 
high school students, including music, teaching, 
discussion and prayer. 


jericho junction (wednesday evenings) 
Biblical truths and values are uniquely presented 
on Wednesday nights through the use of puppets 
and live costumed characters. 


“the breakfast club” (10:00 am 
saturday mornings at Mars Hill Church) 
Breakfast, prayer and fellowship, preparing our 
church for worship the following day. Contact 
jay@marshillchurch.org for more details. 


also in april & early may 


reach the heart experience 
with larry crabb 
April 8,9 
See announcements (page 15) for more details! 


“exposed” (women's training camp) 
April 29-May 1 
See (page 7) for more details! 


film & theology (monthly) 
April 15th, 6:45 pm (free) 
“To End All Wars” 
In a jungle war of survival, they learned sacrifice. 
In a prison of brutal confinement, they found true 
freedom. Featuring Kiefer Sutherland 


covenant ministry 
Our next monthly Covneant sponsored event will 
be a Talent Show April 22 - watch for details and 
check out our calendar for more events near you 
at www.marshillchurch.org/covenant 
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V 


I ISLES 


april 3 
Sunday Services 
Capstone Classes 


10 
Sunday Services 
Capstone Classes 


17 
Sunday Services 
Capstone Classes 


24 
Sunday Services 
Capstone Classes 


may 1 

Esposed 

Sunday Services 
Capstone Classes 


8 
Sunday Services 
Capstone Classes 


4 


25 


Covenant Outing 


5 6 7 8 9 


26 


Gospel Class 
Capstone Classes 
[proxy] 

Jericho Junction 


13 

Gospel Class 
Capstone Classes 
[proxy] 

Jericho Junction 


20 

Gospel Class 
Capstone Classes 
[proxy] 

Jericho Junction 


DI 

Gospel Class 
Capstone Classes 
[proxy] 

Jericho Junction 


4 

Gospel Class 
Capstone Classes 
[proxy] 

Jericho Junction 


11 

Gospel Class 
Capstone Classes 
[proxy] 

Jericho Junction 


Paradox Concert 
music by casewag 


14 

Paradox Concert 
Dandelion Method, 
Fred Thomas, 
Nedelle and 
Speaker Speaker 


21 


28 


Reach the Heart 
Experience 


15 
Film & Theology 
“To End All Wars” 


22 
Covenant Event 
Talent Show 


29 
Exposed 
Paradox Concert 


Schoolyard Heroes, 


Adaine, 
The Insurgence & 
guests 


Reach the Heart 
Experience 


MH Outdoors 
Kayaking 


16 
The Breakfast Club 
Paradox Concert 
DEERHOOF 
MH Outdoors 
Hike 


23 

The Breakfast Club 

Paradox Concert 
Champion, Go It 
Alone, Time for Living 

MH Outdoors 
Hike 

Covenant Event 
Mariners Game 


30 

Exposed 

The Breakfast Club 

Paradox Concert 
Jason Webley 


7 

The Breakfast Club 

MH Outdoors 
Kayaking 


14 
The Breakfast Club 


paradox concerts (Always All Ages) 


April 23, 5:15pm - Cost: $20 
Mariners Game Night 
see website for more details and to rsvp!! 


mars hill outdoors 
contact event leader for details 
April 9 
Kayaking, Lake Washington 
Jeannie Fleming — jfleming@arscentia.com 
Thom Booth - thombooth@emsoln.com 
April 16 
Hike, Tiger Mountain 
Rick James — denali_2000@yahoo.com 
April 23 
Hike, Ira Spring Memorial Trail 
Meilee Lim - limmei@gmail.com 
May 7 
Kayaking, Sammamish Sloughl 
Jeannie Fleming - jeannef1@comcast.net 
Thom Booth - thombooth@emsoln.com 
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We're pleased to offer Mars Hill facilities as a 
very practical, hospitable outreach to our local 
music scene. Check out www.theparadox.org 
for more information on concerts. 
April 7, 7pm - Cost: Free 
Bands: music by casewag 
April 14, 8pm - Cost: $7 
Bands: Dandelion Method, Fred Thomas, Nedelle, 
and Speaker Speaker 
April 16, 8pm - Cost: $10 
Bands: DEERHOOF, Why?, Warbler, Le Ton Mite 
April 23, 8pm - Cost: TBA 
Bands: Champion, Go It Alone, Time for Living, 
Barricade, Sinking Ships 
April 29, 8pm - Cost: $7 
Bands: Schoolyard Heroes, Adaine, The Insur- 
gence & guests 
April 30th, 8pm - Cost: $9 
Bands: Jason Webley 


